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»Addio diletta America“.
250 Years of American Independence
in Italian Perspective

Axel Kérner (Universitat Leipzig)

Historians and political theorists tend to take for granted that nations across the
globe looked upon the United States and its constitution as a model to emulate.
While many progressive thinkers since 1776 admired the political changes taking
place across the Atlantic, and were inspired by the United States when seeking
political independence for their own nations, their attention did not necessarily
result in blind admiration. Italians in particular wondered whether America had
lessons to teach them. Their skepticism started from the sheer brutality with
which the American War of Independence was fought. How could a new polity be
founded on such a conflict?
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Giovanni Battista Tiepolo, Detail mit der Darstellung Amerikas aus dem Deckengemélde "Apollo und die vier Kontinente*
in der Wirzburger Residenz.

Offentlicher Vortrag im Zusammenhang mit dem Jahresthema der Max Weber Stiftung
Echoes of 1776. Globale Perspektiven auf 250 Jahre Unabhangigkeitserklarung.
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